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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

1 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in  
a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or 
purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 

Level 3 A; D, E 2 points 

2 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series  
of ideas or events, including 
the order in which the points 
are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them.  
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

3 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

4 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g.,  
how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 

Level 2 B 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

5 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development.  
a. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the development  
of the central idea and how 
details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 

Level 2 A, C, E 1 point 

6 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades  
9–10 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 

Level 2 D; A 2 points 

7 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how complex 
characters (e.g., those  
with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over  
the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop 
the theme. (RL.9-10.3) 

Level 3 C 1 point 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone (e.g.,  
how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an 
emotion; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 

Level 2 D 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

9 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes a sense 
of time and place or an 
emotion; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

10 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how an author’s 
choices concerning how to 
structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), 
and manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

11 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze the representation  
of a subject or a key scene in 
two different artistic mediums, 
including what is emphasized 
or absent in each treatment 
(e.g., Auden’s “Musée des 
Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s 
Landscape with the Fall of 
Icarus). (RL.9-10.7) 

Level 3 C 1 point 

12 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. 
a. Determine a theme of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the theme and 
relevant story elements.  
(RL.9-10.2) 

Level 3 A; B, D 2 points 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

13 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

14 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development.  
a. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the development  
of the central idea and how 
details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 

Level 3 B; A, B 2 points 

15 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning. (RI.9-10.8) 

Level 3 C; D 2 points 

16 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 2 D 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 1 

17 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series  
of ideas or events, including 
the order in which the points 
are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them.  
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

18 
Multi-
Select 
Item 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or 
purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 

Level 2 E, F 1 point 

19 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades  
9–10 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 

Level 2 C; B 2 points 

20 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence. (W.9-10.1) 

Level 4 --- 10 points 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

1 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or 
purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 

Level 3 B 1 point 

2 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

3 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 1 C 1 point 

4 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are 
made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them.  
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 3 B; C 2 points 

5 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 3 D; B 2 points 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

6 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g.,  
how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

7 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze seminal U.S. 
documents of historical and 
literary significance (e.g., 
Washington’s Farewell 
Address, the Gettysburg 
Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s 
"Letter From Birmingham Jail"), 
including how they address 
related themes and 
concepts. (RI.9-10.9) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development.  
a. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the development  
of the central idea and how 
details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 

Level 3 A 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

9 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes a sense 
of time and place or an 
emotion; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

10 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes a sense 
of time and place or an 
emotion; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

11 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes a sense 
of time and place or an 
emotion; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

12 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 1 C 1 point 
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English Language Arts I 
Sample Test Scoring Guide 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

Part 2 

13 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. 
a. Determine a theme of a 
text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the theme and 
relevant story elements.  
(RL.9-10.2) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

14 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how an author 
alludes to and transforms 
source material in a specific 
work (e.g., how Shakespeare 
treats a theme or topic from 
Ovid or the Bible or how a 
later author draws on a play 
by Shakespeare). (RL.9-10.9) 

Level 3 A 1 point 

15 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how complex 
characters (e.g., those  
with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over  
the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and 
advance the plot or develop 
the theme. (RL.9-10.3) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

16 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly and 
accurately through the 
effective selection, 
organization, and analysis  
of content. (W.9-10.2) 

Level 4 --- 10 points 

 

 

 



xiii 

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete  
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation 
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or 
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive 
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or 
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be 
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the 
development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 5 
  



Part 1 
 

2 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 5 

 
  

  



Part 1 
 

3 

 



Part 1 
 

4 

 

1108 
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5 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 1 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

6 

Question 1 

 
26331 
 
 



Part 1 
 

7 

 
  

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 



Part 1 
 

8 

Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Students should choose this option because the 
language is very technical and domain-specific in nature, which gives the 
impression that the passage is primarily informative. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the author does use lists, but the author’s purpose is informative, not 
suggestive. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the author uses technical language to describe waterways, but the 
author does not use figurative language. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the author does discuss lake use, but the purpose of the passage is 
not to increase lake usage or persuade people of anything. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for the First Option: This is incorrect. Although this detail is certainly 
informative, it is neither technical nor scientific in nature. 
 
Rationale for the Second Option: This is incorrect. Although this detail is 
certainly informative, this word choice is more playful and designed to pique a 
reader's interest; it is neither technical nor scientific in nature. 
 
Rationale for the Third Option: This is incorrect. Although this option uses a 
large word like “accelerate”, it is neither technical nor scientific in nature. 
 
Rationale for the Fourth Option: Key – This option uses science content words 
like “overgrowth of algae” and “inflow” to describe scientific processes, as 
well as elements like “phosphorus” and “nitrogen”. 
 
Rationale for the Fifth Option: Key – This option introduces and describes a 
scientific process. 
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9 
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Question 1 
 

Sample Responses 
  



Part 1 
 

10 

Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 



Part 1 
 

11 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 



Part 1 
 

12 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 



Part 1 
 

13 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

14 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 



Part 1 
 

15 
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Question 2 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

16 

Question 2 

 
26334 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
 

17 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The first three paragraphs mention 
lakes by name, including the Great Lakes, but these lakes are not mentioned 
again throughout the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Paragraphs 1–3 highlight the diversity of lakes, 
while the rest of the passage highlights characteristics common to lake 
ecosystems (which are unique). 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Paragraph 3 describes how lakes have 
been shrinking since the ice age, but there are no details in the text about 
projected growth. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The first three paragraphs describe 
some differences between saltwater and freshwater lakes, but this idea is not 
further developed in the passage. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



Part 1 
 

18 
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Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 3 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

19 

Question 3 

 
26325 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
 

20 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Paragraph 13 functions as an introduction to the 
list of details the author will provide about environmental impact on lakes. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage describes the 
environmental benefits of lakes, but paragraph 13 describes the natural 
damages that lakes incur. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Paragraph 13 does serve as an 
introduction; however, it introduces readers to a variety of environmental 
problems lakes face, not necessarily just human problems. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The paragraph does acknowledge 
“problems”, but “characteristics of lakes” is a section that appears earlier in 
the text. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



Part 1 
 

21 
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Question 4 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 1 
 

22 

Question 4 

 
26330 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



Part 1 
 

23 

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it is a word used to describe the effects of fluctuations in lake levels, 
but it refers to the aftermath of fluctuations. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Students should choose this option not only 
because “changes” is synonymous with “fluctuations” in this context, but the 
word “these” also gives a context clue. The word “wide” is also used to 
describe “fluctuations” and suggests a range, which may also be a context 
clue. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it provides a context clue for “anomalies”, another likely unfamiliar 
word, but it is not a context clue for “fluctuations”. “Extended periods” is 
almost the opposite of “fluctuations”. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the word refers to a way that humans can cause fluctuations in 
water levels, but it does not contribute to an understanding of the word 
“fluctuations” in context. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



Part 1 
 

24 
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Question 5  

 
26336 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea. 
(RI.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for the First Option: Key – Students should choose this option 
because it establishes context for the entire passage. 
 
Rationale for the Second Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this 
option because it mentions aquatic life, but this does not contribute to a 
summary because it does not mention which aquatic life or lake conditions. 
 
Rationale for the Third Option: Key – Students should choose this option 
because it outlines which creatures rely on lakes and why. 
 
Rationale for the Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this 
option because it outlines one factor that contributes to diminishing lakes and 
the delicate nature of their ecosystems, but it only mentions one contributing 
factor. 
 
Rationale for the Fifth Option: Key – Students should choose this option 
because there are several problems that plague lakes, as detailed in the 
passage. 
 
Rationale for the Sixth Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it describes a cause and effect relationship between animals and 
lakes’ delicate ecosystems, but this is not part of a major idea that is 
developed in the passage. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the three 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, all selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the 
selected choices are incorrect. In order to receive full credit 
for this item, all selections must be correct. 
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Stimulus for Questions 6 – 12 
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Question 6 

 
25143 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. In paragraph 2, Crusoe says that he 
began to think about “what was next to be done,” but that is not what 
“solaced” his mind. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Crusoe becomes fearful for his safety 
when he starts thinking negatively, but this occurs after he initially tries to think 
about “the comfortable part of my condition.” 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. After Crusoe begins to look around, he 
begins to understand his surroundings better, but that is not what “solaced” his 
mind. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The first sentence of paragraph 2 says that 
Crusoe solaced his mind “with the comfortable part of my condition,” 
indicating that he was able to gain some comfort and consolation from the 
positive aspect of his situation. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This phrase indicates that Crusoe gains comfort 
from considering the positive aspect of his situation. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This phrase indicates that Crusoe is 
discovering his surroundings but does not help the reader understand the 
meaning of “solaced.” 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This phrase indicates that Crusoe is 
discovering his surroundings but does not help the reader understand the 
meaning of “solaced.” 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This phrase indicates that Crusoe is 
beginning to make a plan for survival but does not help the reader understand 
the meaning of “solaced.” 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 1 
 

43 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The answers selected 
in both Part A and Part B are incorrect. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. In 
order to earn partial credit for this item, Part A must be 
correct. 
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Question 7 

 
25117 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with 
multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 
interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme. (RL.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Crusoe is worried about 
being hunted by predators in paragraph 2, he does not attempt to find prey in 
paragraph 3. He does find a stick to use as a truncheon, but it is for his defense 
in case of attack. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Crusoe does make attempts 
at survival in paragraph 3, he still feels the island to be threatening. Even when 
he awakes more refreshed, he is aware of and afraid of his situation. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – In paragraph 2, Crusoe feels sorry for himself. 
When he finds water in paragraph 3, that signals a positive, and he begins to 
change his attitude. He plans for survival, making a bed in a tree and 
preparing a stick to defend himself in case of attack. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Crusoe does complain about his  
lack of supplies in paragraph 2, but he doesn’t use them for anything in 
paragraph 3. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 8 
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Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The birds are described as “in immense 
numbers,” but that does not create a majestic tone in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The fact that the baby wants to join the 
rest of the family, but is not able to, could create a somber tone, but the tone 
of the passage is not somber. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Words like “harsh cries” could create 
an angry or severe tone, but they are used simply to describe the sounds here 
and do not create a severe tone in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The description of the dogs welcoming the family 
“in a truly friendly manner, leaping playfully around us” creates a pleasant 
tone. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 9 
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Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although they may be worried about 
the animals getting away from them once they are on land, the word choice 
does not indicate that the characters feel anxious. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although they may feel tired after 
paddling to shore, the word choice does not indicate that the characters feel 
exhausted. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Words such as “leaped”, “tried to crawl out” and 
“welcomed” indicate that the characters are enthusiastic. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this might be true, the word 
choice does not indicate this. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 
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Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how 
to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 
mystery, tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The author structures paragraph 6 by listing the 
decisive actions the family takes to secure their safety and comfort on the 
island. The fact that they act so knowledgeably and decisively creates a 
reassuring tone. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. A reader could interpret the 
paragraph’s activities as somewhat fast-paced, but the family does not seem 
especially hurried. The fact that the family is establishing a secure and safe 
environment lessens, rather than adds to, any suspense. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. A reader could feel that the happy 
mood of the family is surprising given the fact that they just survived a 
shipwreck and are on a deserted island. However, nothing about the 
description in the paragraph indicates a surprised tone. The situation is 
described as happy and comfortable. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the family has landed in 
unknown surroundings, the paragraph focuses on them making themselves 
comfortable rather than exploring, so nothing in the paragraph is mysterious. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 11 
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Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze the representation of a subject or a key 
scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized 
or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” 
and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). (RL.9-10.7)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the first image does show 
courage, the second does not show fear, and fear is not a theme of The Swiss 
Family Robinson. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the first image does show 
survival, the second does not show confusion, and confusion is not a theme of 
The Swiss Family Robinson. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The differences in color and dramatic situations 
in the images show that Robinson Crusoe has a very dark mood. The 
Swiss Family Robinson is more upbeat, showcasing the family’s resilience, 
hopeful outlook, and more positive attitude towards their situation. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although both of these images do 
portray how the characters arrive at the island, the first image does not 
portray an effortless journey, but a chaotic and difficult one. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 12 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. 
a. Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the theme 
and relevant story elements. (RL.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – A central idea shared by both passages shows 
how attitude heavily influences perspective. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although both passages feature a 
deserted island, Passage 1 describes Crusoe’s fearful thoughts of the unknown 
rather than fears grounded in nature. Paragraph 2 describes the birds as good 
for food but does not dwell on the beauty of nature. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While planned goals are marginally 
developed in Passage 2, there are no planned goals in Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Fears are expressed in both passages, 
but in Passage 2, they are not thoughtfully reflected upon. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for the First Option: This is incorrect. This illustrates Crusoe’s awe at his 
distance from the ship in Passage 1, but it does not develop a central idea. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This quotation develops Crusoe’s 
perspective and attitude in Passage 1 as he begins to understand his situation. 
This supports the central idea of perspective. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This quotation describes the 
appearance of the island in Passage 2 but does not develop a central idea. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This quotation develops the central idea of 
perspective in Passage 2. They feel themselves “rich” in spite of their hardships. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This is a detail about the camp’s 
setup in Passage 2, and can support several options in Part A, but it does not 
develop a central idea in both passages. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct in 
their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B has the correct 
answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. 
In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 
must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, 
Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B is partially 
correct; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In 
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 
must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, 
Part A must be correct. 
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Question 13 

 
31556 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Tourism and money are important 
concepts in the passage, but this does not support the idea that money from 
tourists replaces lost admission revenue. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This quotation explains the way the Hammer 
Museum was able to replace the money it lost by offering free admission. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This quotation discusses an increase in 
attendance “since going free”, but it does not support the idea that museums 
have replaced lost revenue by doing so. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Further changes in accessibility have 
been made at museums offering free admission, but this statement does not 
explain how they have been able to replace lost revenue. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 14 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea. 
(RI.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The expense of operating aquariums is 
a detail in the passage, but it is not a central idea. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This states the central idea of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The relationship between free 
admission and attendance is discussed in the passage, but it is not true that 
expensive museums have seen a drop in attendance. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The role of tourism is mentioned several 
times in the passage, but it is not a central idea. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for the First Option: Key – This quotation describes the trend of free 
museum admissions, which is a central idea in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This quotation supports the idea that some 
museums are concerned about not being able to offer free admission, which 
is central to the passage. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This quotation connects to Option C 
in Part A, but tourism is not part of the central idea of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This quotation relates to other 
changes that are connected to the free admission trend, but it does not 
support the central idea of the passage. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This quotation relates to an 
additional change the Dallas museum has made but does not support the 
central idea of the passage. 
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Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 15 

 
32149 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. (RI.9-10.8) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author does mention the need for 
donations; he does not suggest that donors have a particular stance on 
whether visitors contribute to the museum themselves. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this might be a reason to be 
concerned about free admissions, the author does not make a point of it. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The author suggests that some museums may 
have an easier time making up the difference because their operating 
income is small in comparison to their expenses. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the author does discuss 
operating expenses being a significant part of the concern, there is no 
discussion about the expenses being expected to rise. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this might be a feasible method 
of development, and while comparisons are made between cultural 
institutions, the author does not use this technique to justify the concern 
mentioned in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this might help to develop an 
understanding of how money can be made by museums, the author does not 
use this to justify the concern mentioned in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While there are plenty of data in the 
passage, the author does not give specific data about projected trends in 
operating costs. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Paragraph 5 demonstrates a main concern 
through the comparison of a large and small museum. 
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Part 1 
 

97 

Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). The answers selected 
in both Part A and Part B are incorrect. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. In 
order to earn partial credit for this item, Part A must be 
correct. 
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Question 16 

 
31566 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author describes the impact of 
eliminating admission fees throughout the passage, but there is no 
pronounced shift. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author discusses the trend of 
eliminating admission fees but does not detail how it might be stopped. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author details the effects of 
eliminating admission fees but does not explain economic theories until 
paragraph 22. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This is the structural shift in the author’s ideas that 
occurs between paragraphs 20 and 21. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 17 

 
31560 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although well-known museums are 
likely to charge high admission fees, this is not the connection described by 
the author. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The free institutions described in the 
passage are smaller museums, but this connection is not supported. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This is the connection made by the author. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The idea that geography impacts the 
likelihood of a museum offering free admission is not supported by the 
passage. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 18  

 
31567 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for the First Option: This is incorrect. The author does not describe or 
refine meanings of key terms. 
 
Rationale for the Second Option: This is incorrect. The author focuses his 
discussion on free museums and does not refer to other amenities. 
 
Rationale for the Third Option: This is incorrect. The author does not discuss 
museum staff, although this topic is described in Passage 1. 
 
Rationale for the Fourth Option: This is incorrect. While the author mentions 
what portion of total revenues one museum’s admission fees amount to, he 
does not cite statistics to show how much money is actually lost when 
museums do not charge for admission. 
 
Rationale for the Fifth Option: Key – The author compares and contrasts 
throughout the passage. 
 
Rationale for the Sixth Option: Key – The author quotes several experts and 
includes his own narration. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 



Part 1 
 

114 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected are incorrect. 
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Question 19 

 
31573 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This response might be indicated by 
the description of the different groups, but it does not reflect the meaning of 
the tested word. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This response might be indicated by the 
description of museums, but it does not reflect the meaning of the tested 
word. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This response is supported by the description of 
the different groups and by the quotation in Part B. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This response might be indicated by 
the word “economic”, but it does not reflect the meaning of the tested word. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This response is connected to the 
incorrect Option B in Part A. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The “strata” discussed in the passage are 
different segments of the city's population. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This quotation refers to the museum 
but does not support the meaning of “strata”. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This quotation refers to the museum but 
does not support the meaning of “strata”. 
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Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Question 20 

 
31583 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing 
 
Content Standard: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. (W.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 

and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

4 4 2 

 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task. There is a strongly maintained 
thesis statement (Personally, I believe that museums should 
offer free admissions to visitors due to the dramatic increase it 
has been previously proven to have on visiting rates, as well 
as the way it can still bring in sufficient money while providing 
the cultural experience of a lifetime.), skillful use of transitional 
strategies, and a logical progression of ideas from beginning 
to end.  
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response 
provides thorough, convincing, and credible support, citing 
evidence for the writer’s thesis statement that includes the 
effective use of sources, facts, and details ("getting two 
donors to back free admission for four years with a $2 million 
gift. It is already seeing payoffs in the first half-year" [Johnson, 
Passage 1]. Based on this statement, for some museums, 
finding a way to easily regain money is easy and does more 
than repay the lost income.) 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 

and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

3 4 2 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience and task. There is a maintained 
thesis statement, though some loosely related material is 
present (Museums should provide free admission because of 
the increase in visitors it would cause and the many ways to 
earn back the lost money). 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response 
provides thorough and convincing support, citing evidence 
for the writer’s thesis statement that includes a variety of 
elaborative techniques ("The Hammer Museum in LA was 
able to go free by getting two donors to back free admission 
for four years with a $2 million gift. It is already seeing payoffs 
in the first half-year." [Johnson 9]. This proves that museums 
should offer free admission because the donors' money goes 
to making up that lost revenue and prevents any problems 
with revenue in the future.) 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points  
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure that includes a sufficient introduction 
and conclusion. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when citing evidence for the writer’s 
claim, using facts and details from the source as support. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response maintains a claim that is adequately sustained and 
generally focused within the purpose, audience, and task 
with an evident organizational structure. The response 
employs transitions to guide readers through the progression 
of ideas, though not always skillfully implemented. The 
response demonstrates an adequate, yet repetitive, 
progression of ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven support for the writer’s claim, soliciting 
evidence from one passage. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure. An opposing claim is addressed but 
not refuted. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. While this response 
provides evidence from the text that is generally relevant and 
integrated, the response does not direct the reader to the 
proper source when quoting the text.   
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task but includes some extraneous material. 
Likewise, its organization is inconsistent. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial  
credit (3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when citing evidence for the writer’s 
claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Elaboration – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task. Likewise, its organization and use of 
transitions is inconsistent. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven, cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 2 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. There is a 
thesis statement (In this passage I will give you reasons why 
the museums should make people pay to get in.), but no 
knowledge of focus or organization. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response 
provides uneven and weakly integrated evidence for the 
writer’s thesis statement. There is imprecise and simplistic 
expression of ideas (and if they go free many people will get 
sick of their job because they will be underpaid and over 
workerd). 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. The response has some minor errors in 
spelling, punctuation, and usage, but they do not obscure 
meaning. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience 
and task but includes extraneous, loosely related material. 
The response acknowledges an opposing claim; however, it is 
insufficiently addressed. Likewise, its organization is 
inconsistent. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions.  
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task and has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as it provides no 
support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic and acknowledges an 
opposing claim; however, it demonstrates little awareness of 
the purpose, audience, and task and has no discernible 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides cursory support for the writer’s claim. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 0 0 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. The response 
does have a thesis statement but is too brief to demonstrate 
knowledge of focus or organization. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response 
provides no evidence related to the argument. There is no 
use of evidence or citations from the source in the response. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a lack of command of basic 
conventions, with frequent and severe errors often obscuring 
meaning. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 8 
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1114 
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Question 1 

 
25176 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The student who selects this option 
may have inferred too much from the restatements. Roosevelt might have 
some concerns about national security, but he avoids emphasizing those. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Roosevelt repeats this phrase each time he 
makes a statement regarding American foreign policy in order to emphasize 
that support for the foreign policy of providing aid is universally expressed by 
the public. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this might make sense logically if 
not considering the larger context of the paragraphs, the repetition is a 
rhetorical device used to reinforce a claim and not a flaw. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students might overemphasize 
“impressive” in the quotation, but this statement is much too extreme for the 
context. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 2 

 
25180 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Johnson states the ideal that Americans hold, 
and then presents the evidence that proves the ideal is not reality. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Johnson notes that there is a 
problem, he isn't directly proposing a solution in these paragraphs. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Johnson describes situations in 
America, they are not hypothetical, they are actual. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While his presentation is parallel, they 
are not contrasting models of history. The beginning of the paragraph presents 
the ideal, while the end presents the reality, not an alternative model for the 
ideal. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 3 

 
26837 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. If students select this option they may 
have mistaken a general statement for a specific one. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. If students select this option, they may 
have confused a description of the effect of the remedy for a delineation of 
the problem. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This is the only sentence that explicitly outlines 
the problem the bill was meant to address. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The student who chooses this option 
may have confused a critical issue in federal legislation with a specific 
discussion of the problem. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 



Part 2 
 

170 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
English Language Arts I 

Sample Test Scoring Guide 
 

Question 4 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



Part 2 
 

171 

Question 4 

 
26792 
 



Part 2 
 

172 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. If a student chooses A, he or she may 
have mistaken the literal opening of the declaration with the introduction of a 
recurrent theme. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Johnson deliberately echoes Lincoln's prose to 
associate Johnson's purpose with Lincoln's. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. If a student chooses C, he or she may 
have mistaken the extension of the theme to foreign contexts with its 
introduction. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. If a student chooses D, he or she may 
have mistaken a refocusing of the theme to a specific context. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. If a student chooses A, she or he may 
have mistakenly identified the immediate theme with Johnson's larger goal in 
gathering popular support for the bill. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. If a student chooses B, she or he may 
have mistakenly identified Johnson's identification of the Revolution with the 
current effort. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – In paragraphs 11 – 14, Johnson carefully builds 
the case that the present generation's duty to struggle for equality is 
thoroughly grounded in American history, extending back to its founding. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. If a student chooses D, he or she may 
have mistakenly identified the way Johnson closes the theme with the larger 
implication. 
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Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



Part 2 
 

177 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 5 

 
26791 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Respecting the law is not quite the 
same as respecting the rights and dignity of all citizens. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is a truism that Johnson applies to 
historical struggles; it may motivate his audience, but it does not directly 
address the issue of internal civil rights. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This is Roosevelt's stance against the 
fascist ideologies; Johnson does not address it. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Johnson contradicts Roosevelt and declares that 
many citizens (in his and Roosevelt's time) were routinely denied full rights and 
dignity as citizens. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. A student who chooses this option may 
mistake it for general support for Roosevelt's claim. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This is one way Johnson contradicts Roosevelt 
with the reality of America in 1964. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. A student who chooses this option may 
mistake this for support of Roosevelt and a statement of American good will. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. A student who chooses this response 
may have mistaken the intention of the 1964 legislation for agreement with 
Roosevelt's description of 1941 America. 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 6 

 
26596 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Only Johnson mentions the House and 
Senate specifically, and in this sentence he states that they are in agreement, 
not in opposition. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – "Without regard for partisanship" and "bipartisan" 
both mean that the causes that Roosevelt and Johnson are speaking for are 
so important that everyone regardless of political party agrees on them. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While students may think that political 
party had an influence on how people perceived the situation, both speakers 
are stating the opposite. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While students may think that the first 
quotation supports parties not taking sides, both speakers are stating the 
opposite. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 7 

 
25168 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and 
literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the 
Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s "Letter 
From Birmingham Jail"), including how they address related themes 
and concepts. (RI.9-10.9) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While both speakers refer to America's 
interactions with other countries, the speeches are addressed to Americans. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While both speakers mention the voters 
and the electorate, the ultimate goal of the speeches is not to get the voters 
to vote on anything (indeed, the implication is that they already have), but to 
gain their support for steps the government is taking. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Both speakers are searching for the support of 
the American people for their actions (either those taken or about to be 
taken) regarding national policy. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While both speakers mention America's 
history, the ultimate goal of the speeches is not to analyze how Americans are 
affected by that history, but to enlist their support for steps the government is 
taking. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 8 

 
25181 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea. 
(RI.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Both speeches support this idea, with Passage 1 
advocating for combating against foreign dictatorships in order to preserve 
freedom, and Passage 2 advocating for implementing the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 in order to combat the restrictions that are placed on the freedoms of 
many citizens. In both cases, the problems are too great to be solved by 
individuals, and government intervention is needed. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Both speeches address promoting 
freedom by authors who are within government; however, both speeches also 
advocate that ordinary people must take up the struggle, suggesting that it is 
not only governments that can maintain freedom or correct injustices in 
society. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Though both men use the idea of 
“morality” to support their policies, neither says it is the role of government to 
mandate laws about morality in general, nor to enforce those laws. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Roosevelt directly addresses this, 
Johnson does not. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Stimulus for Questions 9 – 16 
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Question 9 

 
25858 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases  
as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Pygmalion may desire to achieve 
artistic glory that outlasts his life, but that is not the implication of the figurative 
language in paragraph 1. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Pygmalion is focused exclusively on his 
art, but the text does not explicitly state that this is his goal as a sculptor. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The phrase refers to Pygmalion's preference for 
statues—their physical perfection and immortality—over actual human beings. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. "Live without faults" indirectly highlights 
virtue or at least fastidiousness, but the figurative language here is not meant 
to indicate that Pygmalion seeks to achieve a kind of moral perfection. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 

 
25856 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases  
as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The phrase refers to Pygmalion’s lack 
of love but not to the difficulty of creating art. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The phrase refers to the heart as a 
symbol of love but not as an organ of the body. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The literal meaning refers to the marble of the 
statue; the figurative meaning refers to the absence of feeling. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the people are suspicious of 
Pygmalion in paragraph 1, that fact is not referred to in the phrase quoted. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 11 

 
27214 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases  
as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – To vouchsafe is to give or bestow, often in a 
grand or gracious manner, such as Venus has to Pygmalion. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is not the meaning of "vouchsafed"; 
the gift of beauty has not been forbidden to Pygmalion, who is an 
accomplished sculptor. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This is not the meaning of 
"vouchsafed"; Venus has not devoted anything to Pygmalion. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This is not the meaning of 
"vouchsafed"; the passage does not indicate that Pygmalion is instructed by 
Venus. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 12 

 
25851 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Liza mentions how she 
arrived (in a taxi) to prove that she is serious, neither Pickering nor Higgins 
comments on it. Mrs. Pearce is the one who says it isn't important. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Higgins does have contempt for Liza’s 
accent, but he also has a keen professional interest in it, and whether 
Pickering respects her intelligence or is simply being polite is not established. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This choice accurately summarizes the two 
men’s behavior toward Liza. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Mrs. Pearce’s talking to Pickering 
about Higgins does not mean that Pickering is the kindlier one. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 13 

 
25848 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. 
a. Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the theme 
and relevant story elements. (RL.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This choice is relevant to “Pygmalion 
and Galatea”—it is possible that the living woman does equal the statue in 
beauty—but not to “Pygmalion”. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Pygmalion becomes enchanted with his own 
creation, a statue of a woman, to the point where he falls in love with it; 
Higgins becomes enchanted with the idea of molding Liza into a facsimile of a 
“lady”. They are both highly motivated by their ability to influence an 
outcome. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although this choice sounds 
reasonable and does apply to Pygmalion at first, in the end he finds true love 
and remains an artist. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this statement is convincing 
in real life, it is far from evident that Pygmalion understands Galatea or that 
Higgins understands Liza. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 14 

 
25852 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author alludes to and transforms 
source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on 
a play by Shakespeare). (RL.9-10.9) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2–3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Higgins is concerned with getting Liza ready for 
society whereas Pygmalion is infatuated with love and beauty. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Higgins thinks he will help Liza, 
he is not concerned with being kind to her. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Higgins expects perfection and is less 
concerned with Liza's happiness. He plans to be able to take Liza anywhere 
and pass her off as a lady of high society. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Higgins is concerned about the 
process and describes many steps to improve Liza, but he is also concerned 
about the product too. After all, it is the product—the high lady—that he plans 
to show off. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 15 

 
25855 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with 
multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, 
interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme. (RL.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This statement is true of Pygmalion but 
not of Higgins. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This statement accurately describes the happy 
ending for each male character. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The statement is true of Pygmalion but 
not of Higgins, who does not achieve happiness in this excerpt or give it to 
Liza. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Pygmalion is an artist with 
talent, his providing this fact is not the focus of the ending. Higgins does not 
prove that he is right in the play excerpt, either. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 16 

 
31578 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing 
 
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. (W.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is fully sustained and focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task. It offers a clear controlling idea and 
demonstrates an effective organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration  for providing 
thorough, convincing, and credible supports while 
consistently citing evidence for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is fully sustained and focused within the purpose, 
audience, and task. It offers a clear controlling idea that is 
maintained throughout, and it demonstrates an effective 
organizational structure with logical progressions. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. The evidence is 
adequately sustained and generally integrated with relevant 
information drawn from the text. The response effectively 
integrates facts and details into the first and second body 
paragraph; however, the third body paragraph 
demonstrates an uneven integration of supports from the 
passage.   
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure that is maintained throughout. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. The evidence is 
adequately sustained and generally integrated with relevant 
information drawn from the text. The response synthesizes the 
source information within its analysis rather than providing 
direct quotes as support. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure that is maintained throughout. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. The evidence is 
adequately sustained and generally integrated with relevant 
information drawn from the text. It presents an adequate 
expression of ideas employing a mix of precise and general 
language. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. It is 
adequately sustained and generally focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task. The response also demonstrates 
an evident organizational structure that is maintained 
throughout. While some transitions are employed, a stronger 
use of transitional strategies would help to clarify the flow of 
ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. It is 
somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, 
but includes some extraneous material that impacts the focus 
of the response. Likewise, its organization is inconsistent, 
centering more emphasis on the conclusion rather than the 
introduction. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is insufficiently sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task. Likewise, its organization is inconsistent. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides uneven, weakly integrated support for the 
controlling idea. The response provides a textual summary, 
and it fails to cite any sources used. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task, and has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. The response alludes to 
textual ideas, but no direct evidence is used. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is related to the topic; however, it illustrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. The response 
also demonstrates a limited controlling idea and 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea in the form of a textual 
summary. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 
 

Purpose, Focus, 
and Organization 
(4-point Rubric) 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

(4-point Rubric) 

Conventions of 
Standard English 
(2-point Rubric 
begins at score 

point 2) 

1 0 1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task category,  
and has no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response 
provides no evidence related to the argument, thesis 
statement or the passages. There is no evidence or citations 
from the source materials. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. There is inconsistent use of correct punctuation 
and spelling. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task, and has 
no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 



Part 2 
 

253 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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